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Looking to a brighter New Year
Falkland Society Newsletter, December 2021
Dear <<First Name>>,
As 2021 with all its challenges draws to a close, we look forward to a brighter 2022, with a
Royal Jubilee and the Scottish Year of Stories.
But there are still two significant events coming up before the end of 2021 – the first of a
major series of readings from Ruskin about Venice on the 10th of December, and a film
showing for our regular meeting on the 15th (see below for details of both of these).
On behalf of the Falkland Society Committee, may I wish all our members and friends a
Merry Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year.
Peter Burman (Chair)
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December Meeting
Rather than a lecture as usual, our December meeting will feature the film Place, Work and
Folk: Voices on the Falkland Estate, produced by Josh Davie.
Josh is a Glasgow-based film maker and videographer who grew up playing and working the
lands of the Falkland Estate, saving up to go to film school in Vancouver while working at
Falkland’s own Pillars of Hercules. After graduating, Josh formed a small production company.
His short films have premiered in Cannes and London, he has been shortlisted by the BBC
Writer’s Room for his scripts, and he has shot documentary/promotional videos for young
people’s drug support agencies in Fife, refugee charities in Glasgow, and a charity providing aid
to impoverished children in Kampala, Uganda. Josh has also worked on numerous short film

projects with Falkland Estate,with an emphasis on sustainable
and socially or environmentally regenerative practices. Josh
hopes to continue working closely with the Estate, as well as
telling other stories that capture his imagination.
The film was commissioned by Rehema White who led an
Academic Programme Team involving the Universities of
Aberdeen, Dundee and St Andrews, and the Scottish Land
Commission.

Josh was hired to create a film that explored the views of those who work, live and play on the
Estate, specifically in relation to sustainability in practices and governance. This project was
envisioned
by
the
Scottish
Universities
Insight
Institute
(see
https://www.scottishinsight.ac.uk/Default.aspx?tabid=8674), funded to assess the impact of the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals on land use in Scotland – and around the world.
It was Joshua’s task not just to interview and interweave the voices of those who make the
Estate the place it is, but to give a feel for the place itself, the flora and the fauna, hills in heavy
rain and forests at firey sunrise, showing the relationships with the people and the land they love.
The music was written by Joshua’s longtime collaborator Iain Masson, a Fife-based composer
who took the raw footage of the landscapes as a starting-off point for his acoustic expressions.
This version of the film, and the opinions expressed, were lightly edited for public viewing; the
original film was for academic and journalistic purposes.
Josh Davie will introduce the film, and there will be an opportunity for feedback at the end of the
meeting.
Please join us (via Zoom as usual) at 19:00 on Wednesday, 15 December. Go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83666412324 any time from 18:45 on the 15th.

You can also join by phone on 0203 481 5240, 0131 460 1196, 0208 080 6591 or 0330 088
5830, quoting the meeting ID: 836 6641 2324.

Voices of Venice

As members and friends will know from his talk in November, our Chair Peter Burman is a
Director of John Ruskin’s Guild of St George, 150 years old this year. One of his special
responsibilities is for the Guild's International Relationships: the Guild has members – called
'Companions’ - in 13 different countries. Numbers are especially strong in Italy and, in particular,
Venice.
To mark this anniversary and to pay homage to Ruskin’s love of Venice, about which he wrote
often and persuasively, not only in the three volumes of The Stones of Venice, Peter has
organised a series of four Ruskin Readings about Venice. These will begin on Friday 10
December at 7.00 p.m. See this link for detailed information, including how to book (no charge).
Peter would be especially grateful if members and friends would kindly support the event on 10
December. He hopes that, if you enjoy the first one, you might be tempted to attend the others!
But strong support for the first Reading will encourage everyone else involved. He will be sharing
the first session with Clive Wilmer, a friend since they were students together at King's College,
Cambridge, in the 1960s. Clive is a literary historian (his Penguin editions of both Ruskin and
William Morris are well known the world over) and also a poet, with many publications to his
credit. He has lived in Venice and taught at one of the universities there for a year, and has
been, like us, a frequent visitor (up till March last year).
There will be further readings on 7 January. 11 February and 11 March (all Fridays) culminating
in an all-day conference on Saturday 2 April. All the events will be on Zoom and available to all.

Ross Burgess
PS - if you missed Peter's talk in November, or would like to see it again, the recording is now
available at https://falklandsociety.org.uk/videos/2021-11-10-PB-Guild.mp4

Celebrating Cupar and Falkland
Our October Newsletter reported on a couple of events in Cupar that some of us from Falkland
had attended in September – the Peter and the Wolf concert in the Corn Exchange and the
Societies’ Fair at the Haugh Park.
On 18 November, Ross and I joined other organsations from Cupar and around at a Zoom
meeting chaired by Bill Pagan to review these and other events that had made up Cupar's
Celebratory Weekend. We reported our impression of a real ‘buzz’ in the streets of Cupar that
weekend, fostered by all that was going on indoors and outdoors. So successful has the Cupar
event proved that the meeting readily decided to have a Celebratory Weekend next year, 16–18
September 2022. Many of the same events will take place, including a Medieval Feast, music at
the Corn Exchange and at St John’s Old Parish Centre, plus various new exhibitions and shows.
Two overriding themes will be the Scots language and national costumes, all set against the
background
of
2022
being
the
Scottish
‘Year
of
Stories’
(see
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2021/08/funding-offered-forscotlands-year-of-stories/). Suggestions are welcome as to how the Falkland Society could
contribute to the Year of Stories.
The ‘steer’ for the events came mostly but not entirely from the Cupar Development Trust.
Similarly, in Falkland, we were delighted by the initiative taken by Peter Coates, Chair of the
Falkland Development Trust, in arranging a whole week of events in October around the themes
of literature, heritage and music. As the Falkland Society, we were pleased and proud to present
two Falkland Heritage Walks, which were accounted a great success by those who came on
them, and a lecture by Ross Burgess on how he has been carrying out the Survey of Falkland
Historic Buildings, which is far more thorough than anything so far carried out by Historic
Environment Scotland.

One of the Heritage Walks
Ross’s talk was inspired by a talk that used to be given by Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, originator of the
‘Buildings of …’ series (Buildings of England, Buildings of Wales, Buildings of Scotland, Buildings
of Ireland). The Buildings of Fife volume, by John Gifford, is so often referred to in our household
that we have two copies in constant use, one on the ground floor and one on the top floor,
between which, as many of you know, there are a great many stairs! Pevsner called his talk ‘How
the Modern Domesday Book came to be written’, and Ross’s talk had a similar thrust while
dealing only with Falkland and Newton. I tease him that he should gradually widen the circle to

include all the towns and villages of North-East Fife.
Those of us who still use actual diaries in which to write key dates and our appointments will
shortly be starting new diaries. One set of dates we should surely make note of is the Queen’s
Jubilee, 2–5 June 2022. Suggestions are being debated as to how to mark this important
landmark in the reign of the United Kingdom’s longest-ever serving monarch, but it seems likely
that beacons will be lit on symbolic high places, one of which could well be our iconic East
Lomond Hill. As a Society we favour taking actions which will contribute at the same time to the
health and the beauty of our natural and village environment; this almost certainly means the
planting of some especially beautiful and interesting trees. How wonderful it would be to plant a
commemorative oak at the various entries of the village. An oak tree appears on the Royal
Burgh’s coat of arms. It could be an unusual variety, as there are others besides Quercus robor,
beautiful though it generally is.
Whether by an oak tree or by some other means it would greatly add to the ‘profile’ and ‘local
distinctiveness’ of the village if there could be some kind of marker at every point of entry to the
village. We have been photographing good examples up and down the country for some time. It
is amazing how beautiful and interesting are those by artist-blacksmiths, of which we have seen
quite a few. But village signs made of stone or well-seasoned wood, with inscriptions of letters
deeply cut, can also be very successful. I favour a competition to see what ideas are out there in
the community or among our friends and people that we know. Meanwhile I attach four images of
really attractive village signs: one for Hawkhurst, Kent (with a punning reference to a hawk); and
three in Suffolk, namely Orford (commemorating the Coronation in 1953 and showing that such
signs can last a long time); Framlingham (incorporating heraldry and pictures of attractive key
buildings in the village); and Sudbourne (ingeniously incorporating key symbols of the village –
church, deer, horse and tank).

Another thought which might tentatively be put forward at this auspicious moment in history is to
consider a Falkland equivalent or variant of the local commemorative plaque. Cupar has such
plaques. I don't particularly favour plaques as such (although in London I sat for six years on the
committee which decides on the famous ‘Blue Plaques’ scattered all over the metropolis), but
what I do favour in our more modest circumstances is commissioning beautiful lettering and
adding a commemorative inscription to certain buildings. Anyone who has seen Richard
Kindersley’s Emigrants’ Stone in Cromarty, on the Black Isle, will know how beautiful really fine
lettering cut deeply into stone or slate can be. There are many fine letter cutters in the British
Isles. We have two amazing historical sets of inscriptions in Falkland, namely the early 17th
century inscriptions on the Bruce Arms and Moncrief House; and we have ‘marriage lintels’ on
many of our houses. A single inscription on one of the representative buildings in the village

might commemorate the exceptionally long reign of HM The Queen, whom we know to have
visited Falkland at least twice. It would require choosing a really outstanding sculptor/letter cutter,
the giving of permissions, and so forth, but ‘nothing ventured, nothing won’. It would also strike a
blow for contemporary craftsmanship.

Peter Burman

Falkland Historic Buildings
We're gradually increasing our coverage of our parish's built heritage on the Falkland Historic
Buildings Wiki – https://historicfalkland.scot/wiki.
Unlike so many websites that impose restrictive copyright terms, we publish our material (rather
like Wikipedia) under a Creative Commons licence: anyone is allowed to re-use our material for
any purpose, provided they acknowledge where it has come from. If you look closely at the
bottom right-hand corner of any page of the Wiki, you'll now see two wee badges, one for the
Creative Commons (CC) licence and one showing that the site has beenbuilt (again like
Wikipedia) using the MediaWiki software.

We still need your photos, information and memories to make the Wiki more complete. So
please keeping sending them in to me at ross@foxearth.net. And I have a confession to make –
in all the recent activity someone sent me some images that I've not yet been able to use – if that
was you, please accept my apologies and could I please ask you to send them again!

Ross Burgess
Back to top.
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