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The start of a new season

Falkland Society Newsletter, September 2020

Dear member/Dear supporter,

August has been surprisingly eventful for our Society: no Falkland Society lectures, but a

photographic competition, the launch of the Falkland Listed Buildings Survey, a chance to

sponsor our new book, and the fifth Falkland Craft Symposium.

September sees the start  of  our new season of  lectures,  beginning with our AGM on

Wednesday the 9th.

In this issue:

• September meeting:

◦ Invitation to the Zoom meeting

◦ AGM Agenda

◦ Talk by Peter Jones

• The Falkland Listed Buildings Survey

• World Photography Day

• Craft Symposium

• Our new book

• The next season

• Tree of the month

A reminder that this Newsletter comes to you from The Falkland Society, Scottish

Registered Charity SC017201, www.falklandsociety.org.uk.

Peter Burman (Chair)

September Meeting
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The first meeting of our new season will be held online by Zoom on Wednesday 9 September at

7 p.m., to comprise the Annual Gerneral Meeting of the Falkland Society, followed by a talk by

Peter Jones, Artist. More details below

Ross Burgess is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: The Falkland Society meeting for September 2020

07:00 PM, Wednesday 9 September, 2020

Meeting ID: 819 5982 4510

To join the  Zoom Meeting, click on https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81959824510 from 18:50 on the

9th.

If you can't join from your computer, you can dial in by phone using one of the following numbers:

0131 460 1196

0203 051 2874

0203 481 5237

0203 481 5240

0203 901 7895

Meeting ID: 819 5982 4510

Annual General Meeting of the Falkland Society –
Agenda

7 p.m, Wednesday 9 September 2020, via Zoom

1. Welcome to those attending the meeting by Zoom

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 11 September 2019 attended by the Officers and 30

other members

(see https://falklandsociety.org.uk/flyers/AGMminutesSeptember2019.pdf).

4. Matters for report:

◦ Chair’s report on the year 2019–2020:

▪ lecture programme

▪ request by Community Council to take an interest in the future of the iconic

Drinking Fountain and the clock and bell of the Old Town Hall

▪ new uses of the Old Town Hall

▪ increasing collaboration between the different organisations with an interest

in the cultural history of Falkland

◦ Remembering Dr Oliver O’Grady, Consultant Archaeologist for East Lomond Hill

◦ Treasurer’s Report – Gerardine Clark

◦ Membership Report – Gerardine Clark

◦ Publisher and Webmaster Report – Ross Burgess:

▪ progress towards publication of Falkland and its People 1901–1913 (likely to
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be published in November)

▪ the Listed Building Survey (to be the subject of the January 2021 meeting)

▪ Newsletter

▪ Website

5. Matters for decision:

The following have held office during the past year, 2019–20:

◦ Chair: Dr Peter Burman

◦ Vice-Chair, John Smith

◦ Treasurer, Gerardine Clark

◦ Secretary, Fiona Lawrenson

◦ Editor and Webmaster: Ross Burgess

◦ Other committee members: Betty Gilchrist; Katy Jack; Thomas Playfair.

Nominations for office holders and committee members should be sent by email to

chair@falklandsociety.org.uk. Please check that your candidate for committee or office is

willing to serve. Nominations will be considered at the meeting and if necessary voted

upon.

For the foreseeable future the Committee will be consulted by the Chair by email and may

also hold meetings by Zoom if that seems desirable.

6. Any matters arising from the 2019 Minutes which have not been otherwise dealt with

7. Any other business

Talk by Peter Jones
Peter Jones loves to paint houses, and often

does so to commission. He has produced

books of paintings of the Picturesque houses

of Kirkcudbright, Portobello and Falkland. His

exhibition at the Gallery in the Falkland

Stables at the end of 2019 was a delight. His

paintings are not simply a recording of façades

but subtly hint at the history of a house and

the vibrant life of its inhabitants.

His book about Falkland is available to

purchase online.

Peter Jones sketching in Falkland

The Falkland Listed Buildings Survey
We've concluded the first phase of our Listed Buildings Survey - we hand-delivered letters to

about 200 addresses, mainly in the Falkland Conservation Area, inviting residents and occupiers
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to complete a form giving information about their own house, shop, etc. We've had over 30 forms

returned, which is a good start, but we'd ideally like to cover a much bigger proportion of our

historic buildings.

If you've returned your form, thank you - but please be aware that it will take some time before

the information you've given us gets incorporated into our online database.

If you've not yet returned your form, we'd be very grateful if you could do so - and if you've

mislaid your form, or never received one, you can download a copy at

https://falklandsociety.org.uk/flyers/ListedBuildings.pdf

The project is being managed by our Chair, the architectural historian Peter Burman, with IT

support from myself. And of course alongside your individual contributions we will be including

information and images from Historic Environment Scotland, other online resources, published

books such as The Buildings of Scotland:Fife, and the Big Book of Falkland.

Ross Burgess

World Photography Day
On the 19th of August, several of us gathered on Brunton Green for World Photography day,

before  setting  off  round  the  village  to  take  photographs  of  our  historic  buildings  for  our

photographic competition The competition is now closed for further entries but those we've seem

so far seem to be of a very high standard. The judging will take place during September, with

small prizes for the three best images. Judging the entries will be our Chair, Dr Peter Burman,

together with the artist and art historian Alan Powers, Master of the Art Workers Guild.

But although the competition itself is now closed, we still  need photographs - ideally of every

historic building or structure in the old Parish of Falkland. If you'd like to take part, please get in

touch.

All photographs of sufficient quality and/or interest will be entered into the Society’s photographic

archive  and  the  Listed  Buildings  Survey  database;  in  the  longer  term  we  hope  to  use  the

information as the basis for a book or an exhibition or both.

Ross Burgess

The Falkland Craft Symposium
As in the previous four years,  our Chair,  Peter  Burman, organised,  in collaboration with the

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB), and for the Falkland Stewardship Trust

(FST),  a  Craft  Symposium,  bringing  together  craftspeople,  conservators,  architects,  building

surveyors and lovers of old buildings. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic we held the event

online. It is exhausting being on a Zoom call or talk for a long time and so we had the sessions

on four successive afternoons, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. A brief summary of the programme follows:
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Tuesday 18 August:

• Convener: Peter Burman.

• First Speaker: Ninian Stuart (whose emphasis was on craftsmanship in the landscape,

and his values-based vision for the future of the Falkland Estate).

• Second Speaker: Matthew Slocombe, Director of SPAB, who spoke about the Society’s

approach to the protection and repair of old buildings, from cottages and village churches,

to palaces and cathedrals. The Society’s ideas were first adumbrated by William Morris

(craftsman and poet) and Philip Webb (architect) in their SPAB Manifesto of 1877.

Wednesday 19 August:

• Convenor: Craig Frew, a trustee of FST who has been a Falkland Society guest speaker.

• First  speaker:  Marietta  Crichton Stuart,  who  in  a  breath-taking  30  minutes  gave  an

overview of the cultural history of Falkland and its leading personalities through history.

Such a talk requires immense preparation which she had clearly given it.

• Second speaker:  Darren McLean,  a  skilled  craftsman,  who has  made himself  deeply

knowledgeable about  historic  joinery and how to keep it  in  good repair.  He has been

employed by the FST recently to examine all the windows (something like the number of

days in a year!) of the House of Falkland: wonderful to relate, they are of such superb

material that none of them needs replacement, but many do require repair to a greater or

lesser degree.

Thursday 20 August

• Convenor: Jessica Hunnisett, architect with Historic Environment Scotland, responsible

as surveyor for monuments in the West Central Region of Scotland. This session focused

on aspects of historic plasterwork.

• First speaker: Steven Blench, art historian, who gave a masterly account of the different

kinds and techniques of the plasterwork to be found in the House of Falkland.

• Second speaker: William Napier, consultant building surveyor, who is an authority on the

historic  plasterwork  of  Scotland  from  a  skills  perspective.  The  two  speakers  made  a

wonderfully complementary pair, adding greatly to our knowledge.

Friday 21 August:

• Convener: Jamie MacNamara, Historic Buildings Consultant and Chair of SPAB Scotland.

• First speaker: Tim Meek, who is both a practical craftsman who started his professional

career as a bricklayer in York (famous for its historic brickwork because of the good clay in

the Vale of York), and  also a conservator and scientist of deep knowledge and insight who

is currently completing a doctorate at the University of Stirling.

• Second speaker: Nic Boyes, Stone Conservation Consultant, who will be speaking to us

on 11 November. Please don’t think that his talk will be so ‘technical’ that you would not

enjoy it: quite the reverse, he has a wonderfully engaging way of speaking which makes

‘technicalities’ simply melt away. The focus of his talk was the remarkable repair of the

ruined Temple  of  Decision  in  the wider  designed landscape of  the Falkland Estate,  a

riveting story.

• Third speaker: Peter Burman, speaking about his new enthusiasm  for the cathedral of

Dunblane, one of  the greatest  of  all  Scottish churches,  and its  restoration in 1889–93

under a very capable architect and Minister. This restoration was opposed by both John



Ruskin and William Morris but Peter maintains that they had underestimated the prowess

of the architect in charge, Robert Rowand Anderson, who had trained under Sir George

Gilbert Scott and who had spent much of the 1880s building Mount Stuart, Isle of Bute, for

the third Marquess of Bute, and the Scottish National Portrait Gallery in Queen Street,

Edinburgh.  Peter  contended   that,  through  the  skills,  knowledge  and  craftsmanship

brought  to  bear,  Dunblane  Cathedral  can  truly  be  described  –  and  enjoyed  –  as  the

‘Cathedral of the Arts & Crafts Movement in Scotland’. He suggests that we should have a

Falkland Society visit to Dunblane when circumstances permit.

Over 80 participants tuned in on the last day, on Zoom. We understand that the sessions

were recorded and may be available to view: contact Peter if interested.

Our new book
We've had a good response to our call for sponsors for our new book Falkland and its People

1901–1913: eleven individual sponsors have so far contributed, alongside a generous grant from

the Falkland War Memorial Trust.

But we still have some way to go to cover the printing costs, so if you'd like to help, and have

your  name  printed  in  the  book  as  one  of  our  sponsors,  please  download  the  form  at

https://falklandsociety.org.uk/flyers/Sponsorship2020.pdf and send it in with your cheque. You'll

see we've extended the deadline to the end of September.

Ross Burgess

The next season
Our series of talks for 2020–2021 begins in September. The first four lectures of the new season

will all be held online via Zoom, starting at 7 p.m., as follows:

• Wednesday 9  September:  Peter  Jones,  painter,  preceded by  the Society's  AGM (see

above)

• Wednesday 14 October: Vanessa Stephen, landscape architect

• Wednesday 11 November: Nic Boyes, consultant stone conservator

• Wednesday 9 December: Peter Burman, art and architectural historian

The programme of lectures for January 2021 onwards is still  being worked on. Some of the

speakers have been booked, others have been approached but have not yet been assigned a

date. Part of the uncertainty relates to whether we will be able to meet in person: some subjects

are  suitable  to  a  Zoom presentation,  others  perhaps  less  so.  And  in  the  winter  months  in

particular people may prefer to attend in the comfort of their own homes rather than venturing out

on  a  cold  dark,  evening.  Whatever  happens  we  will  keep  you  informed  through  these

Newsletters  and  of  course  via  the  'Current  Programme'  page  on  the  Society  website:

https://falklandsociety.org.uk/2020-21programme.shtml.
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Tree of the Month
The Yew

Taxus baccata

The yew tree is such a fascinating topic that I have decided to write about it in two instalments.

When I think about yew trees the first one that comes into mind is the celebrated yew in the

churchyard at Fortingall in Perthshire which I have been to visit a number of times. Legend has it

that Pontius Pilate played underneath its branches as a little boy when his father was serving in

the Roman army of occupation which had penetrated as far as the Firth of Forth and had trading

and other connexions even further north.

The Fortingall yew – the whole tree covers an immense amount of churchyard ground

The ‘churchyard yew’ is a constant in historic burial grounds. It is well known that early Christian

churches were often built on sites which had already been regarded as holy, and such sites often

had on them a yew tree which was already very ancient. There are more than 500 churchyards

in England and Wales with yew trees older than the medieval churches they accompany. Trees

of 1,000 to 2,000 years are very frequently found and some have been found that are up to

4,000 years old.

In the late Middle Ages British soldiers were famous for their use of longbows in battle. The yew

is one of the very few trees whose wood can be sufficiently flexible to both bend and return to the

straight, as is entirely necessary in archery. ‘The amazing defeat of a large French force by the

small, travel-weary army of Henry V at Agincourt can be explained only by the skill of the

longbowmen.’

I particularly love the use of yew in the decoration of furniture. While living in Edinburgh I had the



opportunity to commission some bookcases in which yew wood and Scots laburnum, another

lovely natural material, are expressed as decoration. Scottish lairds’ houses which have ancient

gardens frequently have yew hedges or topiary and mazes have also been planted using yew

hedges.

The yew is often regarded as poisonous, but what does this mean? Most certain is that withered

foliage and clippings are highly poisonous since they contain a deadly alkaloid which is also

present in the seeds and bark. The most dangerous part is the seed, which birds excrete; the

natural means by which yew is propagated.

Yew trees are very frequently encountered in literature - not only, of course, in the English

language. In Shakespeare’s Macbeth the witches throw ‘slips of yew silver’d in the moon’s

eclipse’ into their cauldron. Feste, the clown, in Twelfth Night sings in Come away, death, ‘My

shroud of white, stuck all with yew, O! prepare it’. From this we may infer that in the sixteenth

century, and probably much earlier, the yew was associated with coming to terms with grief. The

longevity and evergreen foliage of the yew has been taken to symbolise the triumph of eternal

life.

William Wordsworth wrote a poem called Yew Trees which contains these wonderful lines:

Huge trunks! And each particular trunk a growth

Of intertwisted fibres serpentine

Upcoiling, and inveterately convolved …

One can see something of this character in the yews, easily visible from the pavement, alongside

the drive of Pleasance House in The Pleasance at Falkland.

Pleasance House, Falkland – a pair of yew

alongside the drive close to the entrance

Yew trees are found in the wild over most of

the British Isles. They also grow wild in other

European countries and in parts of Asia and

even as far as the Himalayas. We often see

yew trees growing alongside solitary or

isolated dwellings such as farmhouses,

cottages and laird’s houses where they appear

in the guise of a protector. Like churches,

many farm sites are incredibly ancient and go

back well before our current civilisations arose.

Around the year 2000 there was a major

project called ‘Yews for the Millennium’ which

endeavoured to reach every parish in the

country to ensure that the beauty and interest

of yew trees was understood and celebrated.

Every parish was sent a yew tree plant

propagated from one which was 2,000 years or

more old.

In spite of the fame of the Fortingall yew I have

the impression that ancient yew trees are now



as common in Scotland as in England and

Wales. May I ask all the readers of this column if they think this is so. Where can we see ancient

yew trees growing in a churchyard in Fife? I would love to know!

The Fortingall yew - this detail could be taken as an illustration of Wordsworth’s poem quoted

above

To be continued next month ...

Peter Burman
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